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Important news about membership 
renewals and meeting registrations 

Great news!  Membership renewal time is coming up fast and you 
can now renew your NOU membership online at 
www.NOUbirds.org.  Simply go to the site, click “About” on the top 
menu bar, and then select “Join/renew membership.”   From there, 
either log in to your current account or create a new account if you 
do not have one.  In order to submit payment online, you will need 
to have a PayPal account.  If you do not have a PayPal account, 
simply go to www.PayPal.com and then follow the steps to set up 
your account.  Once this is completed, you will be set.  Furthermore, 
you will soon be able to register for meetings on the NOU website.   
If you have problems or need assistance setting up a PayPal account, 
please send me an email at 
nebraska.ornithologists.union@gmail.com.  We are strongly 
encouraging individuals to do their renewals or join the NOU 
online through the NOU website.   

Christmas Bird Count line-up 
Christmas Birds Counts (CBCs) are only weeks ago and below are the dates and contacts for the ones we know about.   

Harlan County – 14 Dec; Contact: Joel Jorgensen, joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 
Seward/Branched Oak – 14 Dec; Contact: Joe Gubanyi, Joseph.Gubanyi@cune.edu 

Scottsbluff – 14 Dec; Contact: Kathy DeLara,  renosmom@charter.net 
DeSoto – 15 Dec; Contact: Jerry Toll, geritol48@cox.net 

Ames – 17 Dec; Contact: Don and Janis Paseka, paseka76@gmail.com 
Norfolk – 21 Dec; Contact: Dave Heidt, heidtdw@gmail.com 

North Platte – 22 Dec; Contact: T.J. Walker, thomas.walker@nebraska.gov 
Lake McConaughy – 28 Dec; Contact: Stephen J. Dinsmore, cootjr@iastate.edu 

Omaha – 28 Dec: Contact: Rick Schmid, schmid_r@msn.com  
Lincoln – 28 Dec; Contact:  Jason St. Sauver. jstsauver@audubon.org 
Calamus-Loup – 30 Dec; Contact: Dave Heidt, heidtdw@gmail.com 

Lower Platte River – 3 Jan; Contact: Joel Jorgensen, joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 
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NOU’s Next Meetings 
NOU–CFO Gull Workshop, February 

21-23, 2020 (see pg. 5) 

Gering, May 22-24, 2020 

Schramm Park State Recreation 
Area, October 23-25, 2020 

 
Moving?  -  If you are changing addresses or if you 

become aware of the passing of a member, please let us 
know by sending a note to Jan Johnson at 

janbirder@gmail.com.   

  If you renew your membership online at 
NOUbirds.org, you can also edit your address by logging 

into your account. 
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Imperial Meeting Wrap-up 

The NOU held its fall meeting in Imperial 13-15 September 
during a spell of nice weather in which a number of good 
birds were found.  Sabine’s Gull, Common Tern, Western 
Tanager and a Red-naped Sapsucker were among the 
highlights of the 142 species tallied during the weekend.  
The sapsucker was arguably the top bird of the fall meeting 
for the second year in a row.  Last fall, a Red-naped 
Sapsucker was found during NOU’s fall meeting in 
Ainsworth.  The group enjoyed excellent presentations 
from Anita Breckbill on Friday and John Vanderpoel on 
Saturday.  Anita’s presentation was about composer Olivier 
Messiaen who used bird songs as inspiration for his 
compositions.  She even recited certain pieces of music!  
John gave a presentation about his recent big year.  A full 
list of the species observed during the meeting can be 
found HERE.  
 

 

Red-naped Sapsucker at 
Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock 
County, 15 September 2019.  
Photo by Jonathan Nikkila 

Birders on an NOU field trip to Rock Creek State Recreation Area on 14 September 2019 
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Updates on upcoming meetings 

Dates and locations for both the spring and fall meeting in 2020 have been selected and there are a few details worth 
highlighting this far out so that everyone can plan accordingly.   The spring 2020 meeting will be held at the Gering Civic 
Center in Gering 22-24 May.  It is important to note these dates are during the Memorial Day weekend.   If you plan to 
attend the meeting, it is encouraged that you book hotel rooms sooner rather than later.  A block of rooms is being held 
at the Monument Inn (308-436-1950), which is just steps away from the Gering Civic Center.  The Monument Inn is also 
conveniently located on the south side of Gering and is only minutes away from the Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff National 
Monument and Wildcat Hills Nature Center.    

The fall meeting will be held at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission’s new Schramm Education Center.  The meeting 
will be a little bit later in the year than most fall meetings.  However, the idea is to target waterbirds at reservoirs located 
near Lincoln and in the Omaha metropolitan area.  Schramm is strategically located and is less than an hour’s drive to as 
many as 25 reservoirs.  In addition to Schramm Park State Recreation Area (SRA), Louisville SRA, Eugene Mahoney and 
Platte River state parks are all minutes away.  Even if the weather is fair and waterbirds are few, there should be plenty of 
sparrows and other birds around to enjoy.   

 

The view from Scotts Bluff National Monument on a foggy morning 
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Remembering Mary Bomberger Brown 
By Joel Jorgensen 

Mary Bomberger Brown, Ph.D. passed away on August 24, 2019.   Mary was 
born on April 11, 1957, in Lincoln.  She received her bachelor’s degree in 
biological sciences from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln in 1979.  She 
received her master’s degree from the same institution in 1982.  For her 
master’s degree, Mary conducted research on Wilson’s Phalaropes in the 
Nebraska Sandhills.  From there, Mary would have a prolific and 
distinguished career as an avian researcher.    

Following completion of her master’s degree, Mary filled research 
associate positions at Princeton University, Yale University and then 
University of Tulsa.  For 35 years, Mary worked on a Cliff Swallow project 
in which she banded thousands of birds, mentored students, analyzed data 
and wrote numerous research papers.  In 2007, Mary returned to Lincoln 
to assume the coordinator position of the Tern and Plover Conservation 
Partnership.  A few years later, she earned her Ph.D. from the University of 
Nebraska – Lincoln.  Mary authored or co-authored more than 160 
scientific papers and several books.  Her research was featured in more 
than 200 articles, news releases, television stories or nature 
documentaries.  In 2009, Mary shared the Elliot Coues lifetime 
achievement award from the American Ornithologists’ Union for extraordinary contributions to ornithological research.   
In 2013, Mary was named a fellow in the American Ornithologists' Union.   

Mary was a longtime member of the NOU.  She attended many meetings over the years and contributed several articles 
to the Nebraska Bird Review.  As part of the Cliff Swallow project, Mary captured and documented Nebraska’s first Cave 
Swallow in 1998.  Mary coordinated the Lincoln Christmas Bird Count (CBC) for multiple years and participated in many 
others.  Mary also served on the NOU’s Auditing Committee in 2018 and 2019.          

Personally, I had the privilege of working closely with 
Mary over the last dozen years after she returned to 
Lincoln.  Our work was mostly focused on Least Terns 
and Piping Plovers nesting at sand and gravel mines 
and lakeshore housing developments along the 
lower Platte River, but we also worked together on 
several other projects.  Mary was kind, generous and 
always down-to-earth to everyone she met even 
though her accomplishments gave her plenty of 
reasons to consider herself on a different level.  Mary 
impacted the lives of many students she took under 
her wing and provided direction to over the years     
She was a tremendous colleague, collaborator, 
friend and mentor.  She will be missed.     

Mary Bomberger Brown banding a Least 
Tern at a sand and gravel mine 

Mary Bomberger Brown erecting a cage around a Piping Plover nest 
at a lakeshore housing development 



The Burrowing Owl | November 2019 5 

Joint NOU–CFO gull workshop at Lake McConaughy slated for February 

Details are still coming together, but the NOU is currently planning to have a joint gull workshop with the Colorado Field 
Ornithologists at Ogallala/Lake McConaughy 21-23 February 2020.  This is something new, but the workshop concept 
entails guided field trips focused on gull 
identification.  This will also be an 
opportunity to commiserate with and learn 
from a group of birders from a neighboring 
state. Lake McConaughy/Ogallala is arguably 
the best location in the Great Plains to watch 
gulls in late winter and species such as 
Herring, Ring-billed, Mew, Iceland, Lesser 
Black-backed, Great Black-backed and 
others will all be possibilities.  Of course, the 
birding will not be limited to just gulls.  
Unlike other NOU events, attendees will be 
expected to take care of their own logistical 
arrangements (e.g., lodging).  Furthermore, 
there will be a fee of $35 for NOU members 
and $60 for non-members (includes a year’s 
membership to NOU) to take part.  All proceeds will go to support the NOU.   Space may be limited, so if you have an 
interest in attending the gull workshop, please send an email to nebraska.ornithologists.union@gmail.com.  

In search of candidates to serve on the Auditing and Nominating Committees 

Each year, a few select NOU members form Auditing and a Nominating committees to carryout crucial functions of the 
organization.   The Auditing Committee conducts a review of NOU finances to ensure everything is in order.  The 
Nominating Committee identifies and recruits nominees to be considered to serve as officers of our organization (the 
current batch of NOU officers has been relatively stable the last few years).  It is the President’s task to find members 
willing to serve on these committees.  This time around, I am requesting that if any members have the interest and time 
to serve on one of the  committees, please let me know by sending an email to nebraska.ornithologists.union@gmail.com.           

 

PHOTO QUIZ:  Can you identify the four species of tyrant flycatchers in this photo from Banner County, 3 September 
2019?  The answer is at the bottom of the next page. 
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Proposed change to the Bylaws 

The NOU Board of Directors is proposing to amend the bylaws. Specifically, the proposed change would alter the 
composition of the Nominating Committee.   The proposed change will come up for a vote of the membership at the 
Business Meeting during the 2020 Spring meeting in Gering, Nebraska, on 23 May.  The Bylaws also requires that the 
membership be made aware of the proposed change more than thirty days in advance of the Business Meeting.  The 
proposed change is from page 4 of the Bylaws, which are available on the NOU website at 
https://noubirds.org/Documents/Bylaws.pdf.  The proposed changes to the Nominating Committee section are shown 
below.   Changes are highlighted in yellow, with the language shown with the strikethrough as words proposed to be 
deleted.  Language proposed to be added in shown in red.      

Nominating Committee – It shall consist of three members who are not member of the Board of 
Directors, and who have been members active participants in the organization for at least five years.  No 
more than one committee member shall also be a member of the Board of Directors.  Only one member 
may have served on the previous year’s committee, but may not serve more than two consecutive terms.  
Its purpose is to assure that at least one candidate for each office will be available at the annual meeting.  
Each nominee for each office must indicate a willingness to accept office if elected.  The committee shall 
present nominee names at the annual business meeting of the Corporation.   

 

The Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Board 
President and Burrowing Owl Editor: 
Joel Jorgensen, 220 Bruce Drive, Lincoln, NE 68510 

Phone: 
402 533 0924 

E-mail address 
nebraska.ornithologists.union@gmail.com 

Vice President: 
Robin Harding, 2028 34th Road, Minden, NE 68959 

 
308 224 6449 

 
snowbunting@rcom-ne.com 

Secretary: 
Ruth Stearns, 3200 Laredo Drive, Lincoln, NE 68516 

 
402 328 9859 

 
ruthie.stearns@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 
Jan Johnson, 86252 581 Avenue, Wakefield, NE 68784 

 
402 369 3435 

 
janbirder@gmail.com 

Directors:  
(2017–20) William Flack, 415 W 24 Street #2, Kearney, NE  68845 
(2018–21) Don Paseka, 1585 Co. Rd. 14 Blvd., Ames, NE 68621 
(2019–22) T. J. Walker, 694 Grover Road, Milford, NE 68405 

 
308 237 9873 
402 727 9229 
308 530 7659 

 
sparvophile@yahoo.com 
paseka76@gmail.com 
thomas.walker@nebraska.gov 

Past Presidents: 
Dan Leger, 6255 S. 82nd Street, Lincoln, NE 68516 
Urban Lehner, 1125 NW Spring Street #A302, Newport, OR 97365 

 
402 423 4512 
402 301 6143 

 
dleger1@unl.edu 
uclbird@gmail.com 

Editor of the Nebraska Bird Review: 
Janis Paseka, 1585 Co. Road 14 Blvd., Ames NE 68621 

 
402 727 9229 

 
paseka76@gmail.com 

Librarian:  
Anita Breckbill, 3237 R Street, Lincoln, NE 68503 

 
402 438 1300 

 
abreckbill1@unl.edu 

Seasonal bird report compiler: 
Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 

 
402 618 4933 

 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

Records Committee Chairman: 
Mark A. Brogie, 508 Seeley, Creighton, NE 68729 

 
402 358 5675 

 
mabrogie@gmail.com 

Photo quiz answer:  From left to right is a Western Wood-Pewee, 2 Cassin’s Kingbird, an Eastern Kingbird, another Western Wood-Pewee and a 
Say’s Phoebe.   


