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Editor's Comment

Although the cover of this issue of the Nebraska Bird Review will look familiar, there are
some significant changes beneath the surface.

First, after 22 years of service, Janis Paseka has stepped down as Editor, and | will be
trying to replace her. Janis has been a fantastic editor, a job that takes a lot of time,
patience, and good judgment. Several NOU Presidents have come and gone during her
years of service (I was one of them!), and we all appreciated her leadership of this very
important part of our organization. Thank you, Janis, for all that you’ve done!

Second, Ross Silcock is stepping away from his many years of authoring the Seasonal
Field Reports, which have been the backbone of the Nebraska Bird Review. Ross will
continue editing Birds of Nebraska Online, a fantastic resource that many of us use
regularly in planning our birding trips. Thank you, Ross, for all your efforts over the
years, and for facilitating the transfer of this important role to Tobin Brown of Lincoln.

Many of you know Tobin, who set the Nebraska Big Year record just last year. Of
course, his accomplishment took huge amounts of time in the field, but it also took an
enormous time investment to research the geography and timing of bird appearances in
our state so he could maximize the chances of finding some of our uncommon species.
This is the sort of talent required to compile a seasonal report. My job as editor is made
much easier knowing that the seasonal reports are in Tobin’s hands.

Finally, the Nebraska Ornithologists” Union has decided to transition to electronic
publication of the NBR. Many other statewide organizations have taken the same step,
and for the same reason. Printing and postage prices have increased to the point where
the NBR was consuming all our dues, leaving us with almost nothing to use for other
important activities. While | was President, we began moving to electronic publication
of our newsletter, The Burrowing Owl, so this transition should be familiar to many of
you.

My job as editor is to guide us through this transition, and | ask for your patience as we
do so. Please feel free to let me know your questions and concerns, and | will do my

best to address them in this process.

Thanks to all of you for your continuing support of the NOU. | hope you enjoy this new
version of the Nebraska Bird Review!

Dan Leger
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WINTER FIELD REPORT

December 2025—-February 2026

Tobin J. Brown
tobinjbrown@gmail.com

As many of you know, Ross W. Silcock is stepping away from NBR after many
years of Seasonal Reports and | have been asked to take over. It goes without saying
that the work Ross has put in over the years is incredible, and | have some big shoes to
filll 1 will do my best to keep to the excellent example Ross has provided, as well as
introduce my own voice.

The species accounts and this introduction are my commentary and opinions
only. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions, comments, and suggestions.
Ross will continue updating Birds of Nebraska Online (BONO,
https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/) and assisting me with these Seasonal Reports.

As noticed with last summer’s White-winged Dove reports, we are still seeing
issues with Merlin-only eBird checklists. The offending bird over this past winter was
Redpoll, with only 4 documented reports accompanied by 28 Merlin-only reports. |
personally noticed Merlin misidentifying American Goldfinch calls as Redpoll (“Merlin-
polls”) many times over the winter. Merlin is imperfect, especially with tricky species,
and | encourage everyone to take Merlin’s suggestions as just suggestions, and to verify
recordings afterwards. Remember: Merlin is a tool to assist you in the field, not to
replace your field abilities.

Despite a relatively good finch forecast and a promising November finch
movement, winter irruptive finches were very scarce across the state: there were only
four documented reports of Redpoll; Evening Grosbeak was reported thrice (all Rocky
Mountains or type 4), including a great flock of 27 on the Harrison CBC; and Gray-
crowned Rosy-Finches and Cassin’s Finches were absent. Most Red Crossbill reports (all
identified to type of the expected Type 2) were sequestered to the Pine Ridge with only
a few making their way east, with reports in Buffalo, Dixon, and Lancaster counties.
Other missing winter birds included Lewis’s Woodpecker, Pinyon Jay, and Snowy Owl.

This winter saw several birds taking advantage of warmer weather, with early
and northerly records documented for many species: notably Smith’s Longspur, Clay-
colored Sparrow, Orange-crowned Warbler, Tree Swallow, and a number of waterfowl
species. With climate change bringing record high temperatures, one begins to wonder
if this will become the new norm, along with the absence of northern winter finches.

Headliner birds this winter included the state’s second record of Crested
Caracara, a potential second record of Mexican Duck, and the seventh record of
Harlequin Duck. The caracara was the first chaseable record in the state and it was
enjoyed by many observers over its two week stay. The potential Mexican Duck that



Nebraska Bird Review | Vol 94 No 1 3

many went to see at the same time was not accepted by the Nebraska Ornithologists’
Union Records Committee (NOURC). A rather young species on an evolutionary
timescale, Mexican Duck frequently hybridizes with Mallards, and there is still research
to be done to determine what level of Mallard-like traits is acceptable to call a bird a
countable Mexican Duck. With zero DNA samples north of New Mexico, this is difficult
to determine for these northerly birds.

ABBREVIATIONS

Most county names are no longer abbreviated but instead italicized to help with
readability. The following abbreviations are still used.

LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith

LO: Lake Ogallala, Keith

m. obs.: multiple observers

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee
RA: Recreation Area

SP: State Park

SRA: State Recreation Area

WMA: Wildlife Management Area

WTP: Water Treatment Plant

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Snow Goose: A good western tally was 27,000+ at Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock, 2 Jan
(Steven Mlodinow).

Snow Goose x Greater White-fronted Goose (hybrid): The third Nebraska record was
found in Douglas, 1 Jan (Sam Manning)
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Snow Goose x Canada Goose (hybrid): The fourth Nebraska record was found in
Washington, 24 Feb (Eric Bents).

Ross’s Goose: Best fall tally was an estimated 3000 at Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock, 2
Dec (Steven Mlodinow).

Greater White-fronted Goose: Routine reports.

Graylag Goose (Domestic type): Found at a new location (Lake Wakonda, Cass), 14 Feb
(Jason St. Sauver).

Cackling Goose: A record fall count was an impressive 52,000 tallied at Lake Minatare,
Scotts Bluff on 12 Dec (Steven Mlodinow). All fall high counts are from Lake
Minatare.

Canada Goose: Routine reports.

Trumpeter Swan: It was a good winter for swans with two new high counts: 561 tallied
at Lovitt Lake, Logan (Boni Edwards), and 336 tallied near Valley, Douglas (Eric
Bents). Wintering numbers of this species continue to increase.

Tundra Swan: Scarce but routine reports concentrated in the eastern Platte River Valley.

Wood Duck: Nearly 200 birds tallied over the winter including an impressive 117 in a
pond near Max, Dundy, Dec 2 (Steven Mlodinow). Perhaps some tardy migrants,
with the expected last fall dates Dec 3. Another bird was northerly 17 Jan—1 Feb
at Tahazouka Park, Madison (Scott Buss, Caleb Strand).

Blue-winged Teal: One bird was late, photographed by Greg Courtney in Ogallala, Keith,
26-27 Dec. There are only five records from January through early February.

Cinnamon Teal: The third earliest record was photographed in North Platte, Lincoln, 25
Feb (Laverne James).

Northern Shoveler: One of only four northerly midwinter records, a group of four was
found in Cherry, 22 Dec (Greg Courtney). A fifth midwinter bird was at Ord WTP,
Valley 12-26 Feb (Rita Cunha).

Eurasian Wigeon x American Wigeon (hybrid): The seventh state record was found at
Scottsbluff WTP, Scotts Bluff 23 Dec (Steven Mlodinow).

Mexican Duck: A bird reported on 18 Nov in Scotts Bluff (Steven Mlodinow) was not
accepted (IV) by the NOURC. The observer’s description follows: “Male. | did not
push for more photos, not wanting to flush [the] bird. The more distant photo is
to show the bird going away (along with some birds nearby) to show the lack of
white on the tail better than side-on view. The bird's cheek did look a bit buffy
much of the time, but it was finally stippled throughout, unlike a MODU, but not
as heavily marked as ABDU. The bill was entirely yellow or tinged with a bit of
olive. The upper and under tail coverts were both mottled, not solidly black as in
many MALL x MEDU hybrids. The tail was brown and lacked curled central tail
feathers.” This report joins 5 other unaccepted reports, see BONO for more
details.
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Mallard x Mexican Duck (hybrid): Another bird first assumed to be the same bird from
Nov 18, but now thought to be distinct (pictured below), was seen 28 Nov—-13
Dec (Steven Mlodinow, m.ob.) in a Highway 26 pond, Scotts Bluff. This was also
not accepted by the NOURC (VI) due to an upturned tail feather indicating
possible hybridization. Hybrids, first-year male MEDU, and older female MEDU
can show some Mallard-like traits, so determining exactly what that bird was is
impossible without DNA testing, but it was most likely a hybrid.

Mallard x Mexican Duck (hybrid) (ML646675733), Mary Clausen. This bird was voted
class VI by NOURC due to the upturned tail feather suggesting hybridization.

American Black Duck: A continuing bird found 30 Nov, was in Douglas 1-6 Dec (Sam
Manning, m. obs.).

Green-winged Teal: 86 birds were tallied wintering in the north at four locations. There
are only eight previous northerly wintering records (20 Dec-8 Feb).

Canvasback: A good count of 150 was at LO 12 Jan (David Cunningham).
Redhead: A good count of 250 was at LO 12 Jan (David Cunningham).

Ring-necked Duck: 13 birds were present at a new wintering area, Ta-ha-Zouka Park in
Madison (Jason Thiele). 250 at LO was a good count 12 Jan (David Cunningham).

Greater Scaup: Routine reports.

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports.
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Harlequin Duck: Seventh state record was found at Mallard Landing, Douglas, 4 Jan
(Steven Mlodinow) pending a vote by NOURC, but distant photos are diagnostic.

Surf Scoter: Routine reports.

Black Scoter: A late bird was present at LO 26-27 Dec (Greg Courtney, Joel G.
Jorgensen).

Long-tailed Duck: There was a good showing in December, with 14 individual birds
observed statewide 2—29 Dec (m. obs.). None were reported Jan-Feb.

Bufflehead: Rare in Jan away from LO, one bird was present at Pony Lake, Buffalo 10-15
Jan (Barbara Brown, Cody McGregor).

Common Goldeneye: A good (but expected) tally was 800 at Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar
and Knox, 11 Dec and 5 Jan (Roger Dietrich, Jason Thiele).

Common Goldeneye x Barrow’s Goldeneye: A male was showing well 5 Jan-26 Feb at
Walnut Creek RA in Sarpy (m. obs.).

Common x Barrow’s Goldeneye (ML648328213), Hannah Ewald
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Barrow’s Goldeneye: The only winter record was a female in Max, Dundy, 19 Dec
(Steven Mlodinow). This represents the only westerly fall record away from the North
Platte River Valley.

Hooded Merganser: One was northerly 12 Jan in Cherry (Greg Hesse).

Common Merganser: A flock of 6500, likely early migrants, was at Harlan County
Reservoir, Harlan on 19 Jan (Eugene Huryn, Jacob C. Cooper). Counts of 1000 on 15 Jan
and 800 on 16 Dec suggest that 800-1000 wintered on the reservoir.

Red-breasted Merganser: Routine reports.
Ruddy Duck: Routine reports
Northern Bobwhite: Routine reports.

Wild Turkey: A large single flock of 200 was at lonia Cemetery, Dixon, 7 Feb (Bill Huser,
Rich Huser, Ed Brogie).

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports.

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Routine reports.

Gray Partridge: No reports. There were only 2 reports in 2025.
Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports.

Pied-billed Grebe: The sixth midwinter record away from Keith was at Highway 6 and
Pflug Rd, Sarpy, 9 Jan (David Cunningham).

Red-necked Grebe: 2-7 birds were at LM, 26—29 Dec (Joel G. Jorgensen, Greg Courtney,
Steven Mlodinow), with a record high count of seven on 27 Dec. LM is becoming a
regular location for this species, but the last dates are 2 Jan. There is only one record of
overwintering.

Eared Grebe: The fourth latest bird on record was present at LO, 6-29 Dec (Eugene
Huryn, Steven Mlodinow, m. obs.).

Rock Pigeon: The second and third highest non-CBC counts were recorded; 1250 near
Lincoln, Lancaster, 3 Feb (Jacob C. Cooper, Caroline Cooper), and 1010 at Kea WMA,
Buffalo 21 Dec (Jacob C. Cooper, Peggy Huss, Sawyer Therrien).

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Third highest non-CBC tally was 705 in Benkelman, Dundy, 19
Dec (Steven Mlodinow).

Mourning Dove: Less than annual mid-winter in the northern Panhandle, three reports
were unusual. 18 Dec near Alliance, Box Butte (Heidi Edmonson, Finn Ward), 22 Dec at
Metcalf WMA, Sheridan (Jaxson Craiglow), and 25 Jan in Alliance, Box Butte (Jim
Coogan).

Sandhill Crane: Record wintering numbers of 40,000 were tallied at Crane Trust, Hall,
this winter by Matt Fong. 50,000 birds were present on 16 Feb, and 116,000 on 23 Feb.

Killdeer: A rare midwinter easterly record was a bird at Little Salt Fork Marsh, Lancaster,
25 Jan (Tom Labedz).
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American Woodcock: One bird was early at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton, 26 Feb (Jason
Thiele).

Wilson’s Snipe: Rare northerly in the winter was the fifth Jan-Feb record near Nenzel,
Cherry, 12 Jan (Greg Hesse).

Greater Yellowlegs: Less than annual midwinter (5 Dec—25 Feb), there were four
reports; 9 Dec at LO (Chris Wood), 17 Dec in North Platte, Lincoln (Boni Edwards,
Christine Nelson), 22 Dec in Cherry (Greg Hesse), and 6 Jan in North Platte, Lincoln (Boni
Edwards).

Bonaparte’s Gull: Three of the four winter records (Jan—Feb) were this winter. The first
Feb record was at Goose Lake WMA, Holt, 14 Feb (Matt Shurtliff). Another was at LO 12
Jan (David Cunningham), and a third was at Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan on 15 Jan
(Eugene Huryn, Tommy Childers).

Franklin’s Gull: One was early at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster on 16 Feb (David
Cunningham).

Short-billed Gull: Less than annual away from LM, one was present at the Alma WTP,
Harlan, 15 Dec-21 Jan (Joel G. Jorgensen, m. obs.)

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports.
American Herring Gull: Routine reports.
California Gull: Routine reports.

Iceland Gull (Kumlien’s): The eighth Kumlien’s since 2015 was at LM, 15 Feb (Tobin
Brown).

Iceland Gull (Thayer’s): Rare away from Keijth, an immature Thayer’s was at Oak Lake
Park, Lancaster, 24 Feb (Em Stephen).

Iceland Gull (Kumlien’s) (ML651025557), Tobin Brown
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Lesser Black-backed Gull: A good tally of 26 at LM on 8 Dec consisted of “almost all”
adults and no first cycles (Steven Mlodinow).
Glaucous Gull: Routine reports.

Red-throated Loon: A late juvenile was at Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock, 2 Dec (Steven
Mlodinow).

American White Pelican: Rare away from regular wintering locations was a bird at North
Loup SRA, Howard, 12 Jan (Randy Skaggs, Rita Cunha).

Great Blue Heron: Second midwinter north record was at Oak View Park, Knox, 20 Jan
(Deb Hansen).

Osprey: A late bird was in Kearney, Buffalo, 6 Dec (Caroline Cooper).

Golden Eagle: Rare away from the west was an adult at a prairie dog town in Buffalo, 8
Feb (Eugene Huryn, Cody McGregor).

Northern Harrier: Routine reports.
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports.
Cooper's Hawk: Routine reports.

American Goshawk: Two reports were from Scotts Bluff; the first, 15 Dec in the Wildcat
Hills, was captured eating a rabbit by a trail camera (Colin Croft), and the second was at
Wildcat Hills SRA, 9 Feb (Olivia DaRugna). Both records perhaps pertain to the same
juvenile bird.

American Goshawk (ML650594036), Olivia DaRugna
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Bald Eagle: Routine reports.

Red-shouldered Hawk: A westerly bird was a Bader Park, Merrick, 26 Dec-20 Jan (Steve
Morris, m. obs.). In total 16 reports occurred around the state, mostly in the southeast.
The best count was three at Pawnee Lake SRA, Lancaster, which is becoming a reliable
spot for them.

Red-tailed Hawk (Borealis): Routine reports.
Red-tailed Hawk (Harlan’s): Routine reports

Red-tailed Hawk (Krider’s): Sixth midwinter record was in Newcastle, Dixon, 11 Jan
(Rich and Bill Huser, Ed Brogie). Seventh midwinter record was in Hubbard, Dakota, 7
Feb (Rich and Bill Huser).

Red-tailed Hawk (abieticola): The fourth west/west-central record was in Monument
Valley, Scotts Bluff, on 9 Dec (Chris Wood).

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports.

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports.

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports.

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports.

Snowy Owl: None reported. Only one report last winter.
Barred Owl: Routine reports.

Long-eared Owl: Routine reports.

Short-eared Owl: A good statewide tally was 51. The peak count was eight at Eppley
Airfield, Douglas, in January (David Cunningham, m. obs.).

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Routine reports.
Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports.
Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports.

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Rare in the Pine Ridge, one bird was seen on Camp Norwesca
Rd., Dawes, 12 Dec (Tobin Brown, Keegan Brown, Eugene Huryn).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: A westerly bird was found in Valentine, Cherry, 27-28 Feb
(Terry and Marie Pflugrad). Another westerly bird (or birds) was present at Swanson
Reservoir, Hitchcock on 2 Dec, 2 Jan, and 3 Feb (Steven Mlodinow).

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports.
Hairy Woodpecker (Eastern): Routine reports.

Hairy Woodpecker (Rocky Mts.): Rare but being reported more often was a Rocky Mts.
subspecies bird in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff, 14 Dec (Tobin Brown, Keegan Brown,
Eugene Huryn).

Northern (Yellow-shafter) Flicker: Routine reports.

Northern (Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted hybrid) Flicker: Routine reports
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Northern (Red-shafted) Flicker: At least four confirmed reports of Red-shafted flickers
came from the east, with four other suggestive reports, but some likely intergrades.

Pileated Woodpecker: It was a good winter for Pileated Woodpecker expansion, with a
first record in Harlan, 16 Dec (Joel G. Jorgensen, Andrew Furman), two westerly birds in
Saunders, 16 Dec (Jane Hollst, m. obs.), and a first for Oak Glen WMA, Seward, 24 Dec
(Matt Beisel).

Crested Caracara: The state’s second record was found on Road 207 in Garden, Dec 6
(Tobin Brown, Keegan Brown, Eugene Huryn). The bird continued through Dec 15 (m.
obs.). It was an especially good winter for northerly vagrant caracaras with records in
Kansas, Michigan, Maryland, and Virginia.

Crested Caracara (ML646993010), Jonathan Nikkila

American Kestrel: Routine reports.

Merlin: Wintering reports continue to increase, with 16 birds reported statewide.
Peregrine Falcon: Routine reports.

Prairie Falcon: Routine reports.

Northern Shrike: Routine reports.
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Pinyon Jay: No reports this winter. The last report was Apr 2025.
Blue Jay: Routine reports.

Black-billed Magpie: Several reports arrived away from the panhandle. One bird was in
Comstock, Valley, 30 Jan (T.J. Walker). Four were seen in Naper, Boyd, 25 Dec (Matt
Shurtliff). The first Holt record was near the Niobrara River 3 Jan (Jenny Prenosil). A
continuing small group spent most of the winter in Madison (Scott Buss, Jason Thiele).

American Crow: A good tally of 3000 was near Burwell, Loup, 3 Jan (Robin Harding, Rita
Cunha).

Common Raven: A total of eight reports, all in Sioux near where the first breeding
record in over 100 years was documented last summer.

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports.
Mountain Chickadee: No reports this winter or last winter.

Tufted Titmouse: The only report away from the Missouri River was at Stagecoach Lake,
Lancaster, 27-28 Feb (Tom Gannon, Jeremiah Ourada).

Horned Lark: Routine reports.

Tree Swallow: The third February record was an early bird on Reservoir Rd., Harlan, 28
Feb (Eugene Huryn).

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Rare in the north in midwinter and spring (20 Jan—-28 Apr), 2
birds were found at Pine Glen WMA, Brown, 8 Feb (Greg Hesse).

Cedar Waxwing: A good winter count was 250 at Mormon Island SRA, Hall, 14 Feb
(Tobin Brown).

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports.

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers statewide were moderate to low, especially in the
Pine Ridge.

White-breasted Nuthatch: Sixth winter nelsoni away from the Pine Ridge was at LO, 8
Dec (Steven Mlodinow). Rare in the Pine Ridge, four carolinensis (Eastern) were present
at Chadron Creek Ranch, Dawes, 12 Dec (Tobin Brown, Keegan Brown, Eugene Huryn) as
well as five at Metcalf WMA, Sheridan, on the same day (Jaxson and Caleb Craiglow).
Forty on the River’s Edge Trail, Harlan, 6 Dec was a good winter tally (Connor Harrison).

Pygmy Nuthatch: A group of five was at Pine Bluffs, Kimball, 7 Dec, possibly a continuing
establishing population (Michael Willison, Mike Nelson).

Brown Creeper: Routine reports.

Carolina Wren: The third and fourth winter records west of Harlan were found by Robin
Harding; 31 Dec at Barnett Park, Red Willow, and 28 Feb on the Medicine Creek Trail,
Furnas.
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Winter Wren: The third Scotts Bluff winter record was in Carter Canyon, 14 Dec (Tobin
Brown, Keegan Brown, Eugene Huryn). Followed shortly by the fourth county record at
the Gering Cemetery, 3 Feb (Stephen Brenner). Less than annual midwinter in the north,
two birds were present 16 Dec-3 Jan at Anderson Bridge WMA, Cherry (Greg Hesse).

Brown Thrasher: Present since 27 Nov was a bird at a ranch in Grant, 2 Dec (Glenda
Burgess).

European Starling: The third highest winter count was 8000 in Hall, 4 Jan (Rita Flohr).

Eastern Bluebird: An early presumed migrant was at Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff, 26
Feb (Olivia DaRugna).

Mountain Bluebird: A late bird was at Buffalo Creek WMA, Banner, 22 Dec (Stephen
Brenner, Olivia DaRugna). Two early migrants were near Gordon, Sheridan, 23 Feb
(Jaxson and Caleb Craiglow).

Townsend's Solitaire: Two birds were early in Seward, 14 Dec (Sonja Brandt).

Hermit Thrush: Rare away from the Platte River Valley, birds were found at 2 sites at
Harlan Co Reservoir; two on 26 Dec (Joel G. Jorgensen, T.J. Walker), and one on 15 Jan
(Eugene Huryn, Tommy Childers).

American Robin: Routine reports.
House Sparrow: Routine reports.

American Pipit: A late bird was at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln, 16 Dec (Mark Brogie,
Boni Edwards). An early bird was reported at Harvard WPA, Clay, 28 Feb (Paul Dunbar).

Evening Grosbeak: Less than annual, there were three reports this winter. One at
Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux, 13 Dec (Tobin Brown, Keegan Brown, Eugene Huryn), and an
impressive 27 at the same location on 3 Jan (Stephen Brenner, Olivia DaRugna, Noelle
Grunwald), and one at Buffalo Creek WMA, Scotts Bluff, 23 Dec (Steven Mlodinow). All
reports were confirmed to be Rocky Mountains type 4, based on recordings of call
notes.

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None reported this fall or winter.

House Finch: Routine reports.

Purple Finch: Routine reports.

Cassin's Finch: None reported this fall or winter. Only one reported last winter.

Redpoll: Four documented reports: One or two in Knox, 31 Dec—14 Feb (Deb Hansen),
one in Loup, 3 Jan (T.J. Walker), two in Cherry, 8 Jan (Terry and Marie Pflugrad), and one
at Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy, 28 Feb (Keegan Brown, David Cunningham).

Red Crossbill: Most reports were on the Pine Ridge, with only two reports at Wildcat
Hills, and four reports elsewhere. Eighteen were at Steer Creek Campground, Cherry, 8
Jan. Other reports were of one or two birds in Buffalo, Dixon, and Lancaster.

Pine Siskin: Routine reports.
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Lesser Goldfinch: The 18" winter record was found during the Scotts Bluff CBC on
Robideaux Rd, Scotts Bluff, 14 Dec (Tobin Brown, Keegan Brown, Eugene Huryn).

American Goldfinch: The second highest winter tally was 350 at Branched Oak Lake,
Lancaster, 22 Dec (Tobin Brown).

Lapland Longspur: Routine reports.

Smith’s Longspur: A record high count of 144 was a flock of early migrants at Harvard
WPA, Clay, 28 Feb (Paul Dunbar). There have been no records of over-wintering yet, but
it's something to look out for with warmer weather.

Snow Bunting: Average to good numbers statewide, with 45 being the best count near
Tekemah, Burt, 8 Dec (Tim Houghton).

Clay-colored Sparrow: The first Dec record for the state was in Kearney, Buffalo, Dec 21
(Cody and Kayla McGregor).

Field Sparrow: With only twelve previous winter records in Jan, this year we saw four: 5-
9 Jan at Mahoney SP, Cass (Larry Einemann, John Vrtiska), 9 Jan at Two Rivers SP,
Douglas (Eric Bents), 25 Jan at Pawnee Lake SRA, Lancaster, (David Peaslee), and 29 Jan
in Red Willow (Bill Flack).

Fox Sparrow: This winter saw the second highest statewide tally with 127 (151 in 2021
2022). One bird was westerly at Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock, 3 Dec (Steven
Mlodinow).

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports.
Dark-eyed Junco: Routine reports.

Dark-eyed Junco (Pink-sided): This winter saw five records in the east, with one
photographed in Lincoln, Lancaster 7 Dec (Tobin Brown). Four other sight records in the
east 8 Dec—30 Jan (m. obs.), with only 22 previous records of this traditionally western
subspecies.

White-crowned Sparrow: With nine previous Jan-Mar records in the north, this winter
saw nine more. The third midwinter record of leucophrys in the east was in Wayne, 9
Dec—21 Feb (Caleb Strand). A record high count of 259 was tallied at Swanson
Reservoir,Hitchcock, 3 Feb (Steven Mlodinow).

Harris's Sparrow: Notable northerly reports were a single in Blaine, 11 Dec (Bill Flack),
six in Rock, 23 Jan (Allyson Frank), and one at Smith Falls SP, Cherry, 12 Feb (Bill Flack).

White-throated Sparrow: Routine reports.

Song Sparrow: The 19th winter record of montana was found at Fort Robinson SP,
Dawes, 2 Jan (Olivia DaRugna). There were eight other midwinter reports statewide; the
prior total was 11.

Swamp Sparrow: One was late at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes, 2 Jan (Stephen Brenner,
Olivia DaRugna). Rare in winter in the northeast, one was at Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon,
28 Feb (Jerry Probst).
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Eastern Meadowlark: A suspected early migrant was singing at Burchard WMA,
Pawnee, 8 Feb (Brian Peterson).

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports.
Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports.

Brown-headed Cowbird: This year saw four winter records in the north where there
were previously only six: four in Logan, 22 Dec (Boni Edwards), one in Howard, 5 Jan
(Rita Flohr), one in Valley, 15 Feb (Rita Cunha), and 20 in Howard, 24 Feb (Steve Morris).

Rusty Blackbird: Routine reports.
Brewer's Blackbird: Routine reports.
Common Grackle: Routine reports.

Great-tailed Grackle: The eighth midwinter record north of the Platte River valleys was
a flock of 20 in Burwell, Garfield, 3 Jan (Rita Cunha).

Orange-crowned Warbler: The sixth January record was a bird present since the fall in
Douglas, 30 Jan (Thomas Neneman, David Cunningham). The seventh January record
was in Kearney, Buffalo, 22 Jan (Tommy Childers).

Yellow-rumped Warbler: This winter saw nine records north and west, only 15
previously. 3 Dec in Scotts Bluff (Stephen Brenner), 25 Dec in Wayne (Caleb Strand), 26-
27 Dec in Cherry (Greg Hesse), 22 Dec in Logan (Boni Edwards), 23—24 Dec in Knox (Deb
Hansen), 3 Jan in Loup (Dave Heidt), 22 Jan in Greeley (Rita Cunha), and 9—12 Jan and 9
Feb in Knox (Deb Hansen).

Northern Cardinal: Routine reports.
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Mass Mortality of Franklin’s Gulls (Leucophaeus pipixcan)
in a Hailstorm

Joseph W. Paysen
Department of Biology, University of Nebraska at Kearney, Kearney, Nebraska

joepaysen00@gmail.com

Migratory birds often encounter adverse weather conditions as they travel.
These conditions may result in mass mortality when particularly unfavorable (Newton
2007). Franklin’s Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) is a small gull species that winters along
the Pacific Coast of South America and migrates through the Central Flyway of North
America from March—May before migrating south in September—November during
which time they may be found in large flocks (up to 3,000,000 individuals; Burger and
Gochfeld 2020). Herein, | report on mass mortality of Franklin’s Gulls from a hailstorm.

On 19 September 2025 at ~1515, a large hailstorm fell over south-central
Nebraska and north-central Kansas (Fig. 1). On 23 and 24 September 2025, T. Schneurle
and T. and L. Post observed ~200 dead Franklin’s Gulls in an upland grassland 5 km S, 5.3
km E of Naponee, Nebraska (Fig. 2; 40.0293, -99.0779; WGS 84). The dead gulls were
concentrated in a small area suggesting they were downed simultaneously in flight or
were grounded prior to the hail and killed in the same location.

Hailstorm mortality of Franklin’s Gulls has been previously noted during fall
migration in Oklahoma (Heflebower and Klett 1980), and their populations may be
particularly vulnerable to hailstorms during this time as they create locally large
aggregations (Burger and Gochfeld 2020). Hailstorms are a well-known cause of mass
mortality in birds in the Central Flyway (Jones 1952, Smith and Webster 1955, Higgins
and Johnson 1978, Heflebower and Klett 1980, Hall and Harvey 2007) and large
hailstorms may result in greater losses than were observed in this case (Smith and
Webster 1955, Narwade et al. 2014). The incidence and intensity of hailstorms may
increase with climatic change (Trapp et al. 2019) and reporting on mass mortality
resulting from them may aid in understanding their threat to bird populations.
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Figure 1. Damage from a large hailstorm at a residence in Naponee, NE on 19 September
2025, 6.1 km NW of where ~200 Franklin’s Gulls (Leucopheaus pipixcan) were killed. The
left image is of a porch completely covered in downed branches. Photos by T. Post.
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Figure 2. Franklin’s Gulls (Leucophaeus pipixcan) scattered across an upland prairie on
23 and 24 September 2025 following a hailstorm on 19 September 2025. Observers
estimated about 200 birds were killed. Photos by T. Schneurle and T. Post.
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2025-2026 Nebraska Christmas Bird Counts

Don Paseka
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For the third consecutive year, all twenty Nebraska Christmas Bird Counts were
conducted during the 2025-2026 season. Except for the Ponca and Branched Oak counts
on December 14, the weather was unusually warm with the high temperature averaging
48F and the low temperature averaging 23F. Consequently, most of the counts had an
above normal amount of open water. In addition to being mild, no precipitation was
reported for any of the counts.

Lake McConaughy had the highest number of species (99), but the total number
of species (142) for all counts was well below the highest total (153) from last year.
Harlan County had the highest number of individuals (87,343) which included 66,826
geese and 12,811 Mallards. The total number of individuals (364,680) was the third
highest. The highest count (652,936) was set in 1977 when 502,286 Red-winged
Blackbirds were counted with an estimated 500,000 at North Platte.

There were 25 species counted in just one circle each and 13 of those were
single birds. Fourteen species were counted in all twenty circles. Two species tied
previous high counts and 20 set new highs. No new species were reported this year.

Twenty-eight species of Anseriformes were found on count days. Ross’s Goose
had the second highest count (5,002) with 4,056 found at Harlan County. The high count
for Ross’s is 6,304 from 2016. Cackling Geese were found in 15 circles for a new high
count of 13,343. The count of 8,062 from Scottsbluff alone topped the previous high
count of 7,689 from 2016. Both Kearney and Scottsbluff had a much higher percentage
of Cacklers than Canadas. Continuing to increase in numbers, Trumpeter Swans were
counted in ten circles with a new high count of 965 birds. The old high count of 805 was
setin 2022.

Although dabbling ducks were present in expected numbers, the diving ducks
were more interesting. The count of 163 Redheads is the best since 2014 when 209
were counted. The high count of 327 is from 2011. The total of 735 Ring-necked Ducks
topped the old high count of 518 from last year. Both Scaup species had a good year
with the bulk of them found at Lake McConaughy. The count of 58 Greater Scaup is the
highest since 86 were found in 2015. The high count for this species is 123 from 2004.
The count of 581 Lesser Scaup is the best count since 583 were counted in 2004. The
high for this species is 614 from 2002. As was the case last year, a lone Black Scoter was
found at Lake McConaughy, but this marks only the sixth time that they have been
found. All have been singles. Omaha came up with 137 Hooded Merganser which was a
large portion of the new high count of 231 which tops the old high count of 166 from
last year.

Galliform numbers were unremarkable.
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Five species of Grebes were found at Lake McConaughy, accounting for all of
this year’s grebes except for a single Pied-billed Grebe at Calamus. Although Horned
Grebe was missed, Red-necked Grebes tied with last year’s high count of seven.

Apart from Rock Pigeons, Columbiform numbers were on the downside. A
single White-winged Dove found at Scottsbluff in 2005 marked the first appearance for
this species. They were not found again till 2014 when three of them were found, also at
Scottsbluff. After that they have been counted every year until they were missed this
season. Mourning Doves had their lowest count in a decade.

The 12 Virginia Rails found at Lake McConaughy ties with 2024 and 2020 for the
second highest count behind the 17 from 2023. In a continuing trend, Sandhill Cranes
remained at Grand Island with a record number of 31,000. At least 17,000 have been
around there for the last two years. To date, none have been observed at Kearney.
Greater Yellowlegs made their seventh appearance on a Nebraska count. The four birds
found at North Platte are the second-best count, with the highest being seven in 2023.
Prior to that, the others have been singles dating back to 1993.

Gull diversity was low at only seven species, but two of them were present in
good numbers. Ring-billed Gulls had their second highest count (8,853) and were
present in eight circles. Most were found at Harlan County and Lake McConaughy with
totals of 1520 and 7,000 respectively. The high count for Ring-bills is 10,371 from 1999.
All 36 of the Lesser Black-backed Gull were counted at Lake McConaughy topping the
old high of 20 from 2023. There were single Short-billed Gulls at Harlan County and Lake
McConaughy tying several other years for second best count. The high count for them is
3 from 2011.

Another water dependent species, Great Blue Heron, was found in 14 circles. Its
count of 57 is only one shy of the high count of 58 from 2011.

Diurnal raptors were well represented. Northern Harriers were found in every
circle except for the Lower Platte count and had their third highest count (146). The high
count for Harriers is 177 from 2018. The two common Accipiters had a good showing.
Sharp-shinned Hawks were present in 16 circles with a total of 48 birds beating the old
high of 42 from 2017. Their larger cousins, Cooper’s Hawk, totaled 53 birds which is
second only to 2023’s total of 61. With ample open water for fishing, Bald Eagles were
found in every circle except Crawford setting a new high count of 674. The old high
count was 620 from 2018. The previous high count for Ferruginous Hawks had been 12
from both 2024 and 1996, but with the help of 8 birds found at Lake McConaughy, this
year’s count of 13 set a new high.

The only noteworthy nocturnal raptor was the count of 54 Eastern Screech
Owls. This was largely due the effort put forth by the Kearney count which came up with
22 birds. This is the best count for this species since 59 were counted in 1994. The all-
time high count of 63 is from 1987.

Eighteen circles contributed to the total of 206 Hairy Woodpeckers, just behind
last year’s count of 216. Northern Flickers continue to do well and were found in all
circles for a new high count of 940, besting the old high count of 845 from 2023.
Pileated Woodpeckers (15) were found in the four Missouri River circles plus Ames on
the Platte and for the first time at Harlan County on the Republican. The high count for
this species is 34 from 2022.
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Falcons had a great year. Merlin set a new high-count of 39 with birds counted
in every circle but Grand Island, Harrison and Indian Cave. The previous high of 26 was
from 2017. Somewhat surprising for the location was the lone Peregrine Falcon from the
Beaver Valley circle. Singles of this species have been found several times but the high
count of two goes back to 2011, 1989 and 1965. Prairie Falcon also made a good
showing a total of 14 birds, which is slightly behind the high count of 15 from 2018.

Black-billed Magpies were found in the expected five circles with a total of 40
birds. While still low, the count of 40 is at least stable. A single Common Raven was
found at Harrison marking this bird’s third straight appearance and fourth overall. The
high-count for Ravens is four from 2023.

Red-breasted Nuthatches had a good year with birds present in all circles but
Beaver Valley, setting a new high count of 252. The previous high 194 was set in 2007.
Brown Creepers were found in 16 circles marking a new high count of 137 just bettering
the old high of 132 from last year. Winter Wren also put in a new high count, 21, just
beating the old high of 20 from 2023. Single Gray Catbirds were found at Ames,
Branched Oak and Calamus, setting a new high count of 3, and beating the old high of 2
from 2002. There have been singles of this species six other years.

Evening Grosbeaks used to be much more common on counts than they are
today. The high count of 173 is from 1977. They were reported four times in the 1960’s,
seven times plus two count week birds in the 1970’s, and 7 times plus a count week bird
in the 1980’s. But things changed after 59 were found in 1989. None were found for the
next thirty years until two were found at Crawford in 2019. Singles were found in 2022
at Scottsbluff and again in 2024 at Indian Cave. So, the 27 Evening Grosbeaks at Harrison
this year is very surprising and encouraging.

House Finches and Red Crossbills were also abundant. The count of 1385 House
Finches is just behind the second highest count of 1388 from last year. The high count of
1803 is from 2013. Red Crossbills set a new high count of 190, most of which were
found in the three Panhandle circles. In addition, six were found at DeSoto and one at
Kearney. The previous high count was 161 from 2023.

Also in the Panhandle, a single Lesser Goldfinch was found at Scottsbluff. The
only other occurrence of this species is when two were found at Lake McConaughy in
2020.

The highlight of the sparrow department was the two Clay-colored Sparrows
found at Kearney. This marked only the fourth time this species has been found with the
high count being 6 from 1970. Fox Sparrows were found in 9 circles with the total of 43
being the third best count behind 44 in 2012 and 92 in 2021. With a total of 7,457 birds,
Dark-eyed Junco had the best count since the high count 11,489 in 2007.

White-throated and White-crowned Sparrows were present in record numbers.
A new high of 268 for White-throated was largely due to the 111 of them being found at
DeSoto. Their previous high count was 154 birds from 2023. Similarly, Scottsbluff
contributed 392 White-crowned to the new high count of 778 birds. The old high count
was 571 from 2015.

Although Icterid numbers were unremarkable, two warbler species were
present. Beginning in 1996, single Orange-crowned Warblers had been found 5 times.
This year Omaha and Lake McConaughy each had one for a new high count of two.
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Yellow-rumped Warblers were counted in 12 circles with Kearney producing 52 birds.
The overall total of 179 topped the old high of 149 from 2017.

2025-2026 CBC Participants

Ames Larry Einemann, Katie Gooby, Joe Gubanyi, Jane Hollst, Paula Hoppe, John
Manning, Mike Manning, Bridget McQuillan, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, Jack
Phillips, Alex Prideaux, Deb Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Hugh Rieck, Gary Roberts, Ken
Shuster, Robert Smith, Max Soderberg, Troy Soderberg, Ruth Stearns, Jerry Toll, Lorri
Urban, Kirby Zicafoose (24)

Beaver Valley Cody Baker, Dave Heidt, Jenn Judt, Gary Kuester, Jason Thiele (compiler),
Mark Urwiller, Duane Wolff (7)

Branched Oak-Seward Dakota Altman, Amelia Baker, Isabel Bausch, Brady Biberdorf,
Sonja Brandt, John Carlini, Cheryl Dickerson, Larry Einemann, Elsa Forsberg, Ethan
Freese, Linda Gierke, Doug Gremel, Vikki Gremel, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Sydney
Honaker, Linda Jacox, Jane Jewell, Joan Junkin, Joseph Kouba, Kermit Krieser, Mary
Krieser, Thomas Labedz, Daniel Leger, Sam Manning, Elizabeth Marsh, Mike Mattson,
Josephine McClean, Ruby Micek, Ingrid Minchow, Mark Minchow, lan Nebesniak, Marli
Ockander, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Shiloh Richters, Gary Roberts, Brisco Schaefer, Erin
Schaefer, Shari Schwartz, Jason St. Sauver, Ruth Stearns, Corinne Taylor, Dylan Teut,
Jake Vankat, Thomas Walker, Eli Weber, Zachary Whaley (47)

Calamus-Loup Rita Cunha, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), Jonathan Nikkila,
Mathew Walker, Thomas Walker, Duane Wolff (7)

Crawford Stephen Brenner, Olivia DaRugna, Kathy Delara, Noelle Grunwald, Tevyn
Pieper [Bruce Walgren and Donna Walgren, compilers] (5)

DeSoto Savannah Allard, Gary Barrineau, George Barrineau, Elliott Bedows, Myrna
Brown, Jan Cade, Amy Campagna, Carla Delucchi, Greg Estep, Susan Estep, Haven
Gatrell, Katie Gooby, Kris Hammond, Conor Harrison, Kellie Hayden (compiler), Lucy
Hobday, Danny Martin, Zach McMullen, Kathy Meyer, Rozlyn Olson, Don Paseka, Janis
Paseka, David Peterson, Glenn Pollock, Cathy Prettyman, Kathleen Pyper, Peter Rea,
Carol Reichstadt-Poast, Sandy Reinken, Hugh Rieck, Gary Roberts, Erin Rowland-
Schaefer, Brisco Schaefer, Patricia Slatin, Monte Smith, Laura Statsny, Diane Stevens,
Rene Stroud, Heidi Swanson, Jerry Toll, Sherri Waugh, Karleigh Zima (42)

Ft. Niobrara Travis Connot, James Ducey, Mel Nenneman, Marie Pflugrad, Terry
Pflugrad, Katie Schober (compiler), Mark Urwiller, Gordon Warrick (8)
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Grand Island Colleen Babcock, Colleen Childers, Rita Cunha, Paula Dittrick, Doug
Ferguson, Margaret Ferguson, Rita Flohr, Jay Flohr, Elsa Forsberg, Deb Hann, William
Hanson, Robin Harding, Billie Herron, Mary Ann Kalinay, Abraham Kanz, Ron Kruse
(compiler), Anne Kruse (compiler), Connie McCartney, Steve Morris, Emma Richards (20)

Harlan Co. Brett Andersen, Stephen Brenner, Andrew Furman, Eugene Huryn, Joel
Jorgensen (compiler), Mike Roffman, T. J. Walker (7)

Harrison Stephen Brenner, Olivia DaRugna, Kathy Delara, Noelle Grunwald [Bruce
Walgren and Donna Walgren, compilers] (4)

Indian Cave Jan Alexander, Tabbitha Becker, Jeff Fields, Nick Fischer, John Fletcher,
Kevin Holliday (compiler), Karen North, Kris Pavey, Spencer Pavey, Chris Rasmussen,
Wayne Shafer, Jim Swenson (12)

Kearney Jacob Cooper (compiler), Paula Dittrick, Andrew Furman, Keith Geluso,
Benedict Green, Robin Harding, Andres Hayes, Chelle Hayes, Amanda Hegg, Peggy Huss,
Cody McGregor, Jonathan Nikkila, Mike Roffman, Rory Schiffbauer, Sawyer Therrien,
Cody Wagner (16)

Lake McConaughy Gregory Courtney, David Cunningham, Stephen Dinsmore, Joel
Jorgensen (4)

Lincoln Dakota Altman, Mark Anderson, Amelia Baker, Marlin Bartel, Natalie Baskin,
Isabelle Bausch, Matt Beisel, Brody Biberdorf, Jeff Bockoven, Dave Borman, Phyl
Borman, Linda R. Brown, Tobin Brown, Neal Bryan, John Carlini, Caitlin Copenhaver,
Cassandra Dean, Beverly DeGeorge, Julie Dublinske, Midge Dublinske, Larry Einemann,
Rachel Ellis, Andrea Faas, Anthony Ferrero, Erika Ferrero, Margaret Fisher, Ashley
Folsom, Elsa Forsberg, Joe Franke, Ethan Freese, John Geweke, Mari Lane Geweke,
Maryana Grodovna, Mary Jo Grothman-Pelton, Joe Gubanyi, Deb Hansen, Matthew
Hansen, Harry Heafer, Karen Heafer, Carlos Herrarte, Emily Herrick, Lynne Horalek, Esa
Jarvi, Craig Johnson, Jenny Johnson, Michelle Johnson, Stephanie Johnson, Connie
Jorgensen, Joan Junkin, Brady Karg, Jamie Kelley, Sharon Kennedy, Joseph Kouba, Josef
Kren, Daniel Kroll, Katie Lamke, Dayna Larreau, Ginny Leeker, Mark Leeker, Daniel Leger,
Dwain Leonhardt, Bryan Mack, Lily Mack, George Maly, Dennis Martin, Pete Maslowski,
Alie Mayes, Bob McCollough, Shelly Mendyk, Bertha Mesarch, Hannah Miller, Steve
Miller, lan Nebesnick, Diane Nolan, Anne Pamperl, Theresa Pella, Don Phillips, S. C.
Plass, Linda Plock, Kevin Poague, Kathie Putensen, Ken Reitan, Ruby Rolland, Carol
Rustad, Jen Ruyle, Teddy Ruyle, Joslyn Schmutte, Shari Schwartz, Meghan Sittler, Laura
Sneddeker, Mark Sneddeker, Reed Snyder, Kathy Soss, Jason St. Sauver (compiler), Em
Stephen, Kristal Stoner, Mira Stoner, Heather Strait, Barb Straus, Ned Stringham, Linda
Sullivan, Jon Thomas, Julie Thomas, Moni Usasz, Dawn Vest, Cortney Weatherby, Eli
Weber, Eric Wieland, Kelly Wurzer, Zee Zee (110)



Nebraska Bird Review | Vol 94 No 1 24

Lower Platte River Brett Andersen, Mary Clausen, Larry Einemann, Michael Johnson,
Joel Jorgensen (compiler), Mike Mattson, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts, Ruth
Stearns, Thomas Walker (11)

Norfolk Marc Bathke, Ed Brogie, Scot Buss, McKenzie Christenson, David Heidt
(compiler), Jennifer Judd, Gary Kuester, John Manning, Kaylin Miller, Hank Niemann,
Paul Pearson, Joe Roth, Hunter Simonsen, Paxton Stanley, Jason Thiele, Paul Timm,
Mark Urwiller, Duane Wolff (compiler) (18)

North Platte Betty Allison, Stephen Brenner, Monte Brown, Virginia Clark, Boni Edwards,
Neal Feldman, Julie Geiser, Melissa Irish, Joel Jorgensen, Christine Nelson, Jim Petersen,
Thomas Walker (compiler) (12)

Omaha Brett Anderson, Elliott Bedows, Mary Clausen, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Nelli
Falzgraf, Bridget Hanson, Tisha Johnson, Terry Lassek, Hannah Miller (compiler), Babs
Padelford, Loren Padelford, Paul Pearson, Deb Ratzlaff, Mark Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Al
Reyer, Cindy Reyer, Steve Schmitt, Larry Sheehan, Troy Soderberg, Jerry Toll, Jerre
Tritsch, Bob Wells (compiler) (23)

Ponca Camille Anderson, Kent Bearnes, Laura Bettenhausen, Ben Carlson, Jeff Fields,
Nancy Hall, Bill Huser (compiler), Keith Jarvi, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Colton
Krusemark, Annette Leu, Katie Leware (compiler), Jerry Probst, Kim Schultz, Kayla
Sheehan, Robert Sophere, Clayton Stalling, Jim Swenson, Linda Swenson, Steve Zarych
(21)

Scottsbluff Stephen Brenner, Keegan Brown, Tobin Brown, Delanie Bruce, Olivia
DaRugna, Kathy Delara (compiler), Noelle Grunwald, Eric Grunwald, Eugene Huryn,
Tevyn Pieper (9)
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2025-2026 CBC Site Data
Total
Party Low High
Date Species | Individuals | Observers | Hours | Temp | Temp Sky Precip

Ames 16 Dec 69 8,772 24 66 28 53 | clear none
Beaver Valley 30 Dec 41 3,324 7 18 18 50 | clear none
Branched Oak-Seward 14 Dec 78 7,112 47 81 0 25 | clear none
Calamus-Loup 1Jan 66 22,074 27 22 55 | foggy none
Crawford 2 Jan 39 1,859 18 38 42 | cloudy none
DeSoto-Boyer 20 Dec 79 22,135 42 116 27 44 | ptcloudy | none
Ft. Niobrara 16 Dec 43 3,203 8 17 34 66 | ptcloudy | none
Grand Island 20 Dec 55 36,504 20 NA 27 52 | ptcloudy | none
Harlan Co. 16 Dec 93 87,344 7 47 28 60 | clear none
Harrison 3 Jan 37 551 11 30 59 | clear none
Indian Cave 18 Dec 54 2,109 12 39 31 44 | NA NA

Kearney 21 Dec 80 26,212 16 53 32 43 | clear none
Lake McConaughy 27 Dec 99 27,261 4 25 24 66 | ptcloudy | none
Lincoln 20 Dec 76 17,384 110 266 38 48 | ptclear none
Lower Platte River 5lJan 82 17,811 11 67 25 55 | ptcloudy | none
Norfolk 20 Dec 67 9,948 18 NA 20 38 | ptcloudy | none
North Platte 17 Dec 77 19,097 12 36 11 57 | ptcloudy | none
Omaha 14 Dec 72 27,749 23 52 19 46 | ptclear none
Ponca S.P. 14 Dec 58 2,908 21 31 -9 20 | ptcloudy | none
Scottsbluff 14 Dec 70 21,323 10 31 14 42 | foggy none

142 364,680
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2025-26 CBC Data
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Snow Goose 147 30 11 689 1 1| 51,010 340
Ross's Goose 3 1 4,056
Gr White-fronted Goose 3 9 950 3 8
Cackling Goose 55 140 58 122 491 30
Canada Goose 3,134 258 | 9,450 3,905 | 1,601 684 | 11,261 1 160
Cackling/Canada Goose
Trumpeter Swan 11 21 152 311 43
Tundra Swan
Wood Duck 2 2 1
Northern Shoveler 21 10 13
Blue -winged Teal
Gadwall 26 1 22
American Wigeon 1 1 1 2 15
Mallard 145 781 260 | 3,476 15 | 8,222 397 228 | 12,811 355
Northern Pintail 1 1 15
Mallard x N. Pintail
Green-winged Teal 3 10 8 41 3 20 11 1
Canvasback
Redhead 8 2
Ring-necked Duck 4 40
Greater Scaup 3
Lesser Scaup 7
scaup sp 40
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead 5
Common Goldeneye 4 3 23 20 13 15
Hooded Merganser 1 13 1 1 6
Common Merganser 329 | 1,416 61 5 806 10
Red-breasted
Merganser
Ruddy Duck 1
duck sp. 1 303
Northern Bobwhite 13 7 9 15 2
Wild Turkey 93 54 7 14 68 226 48 7 15
Sharp-tailed Grouse 7
Greater Prairie-Chicken 48
Ring-necked Pheasant 26 2 4 1 11 6 8
Pied-billed Grebe
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2025-26 CBC Data
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Snow Goose 5,168 | 5,030 14 | 2,966 13 155 5 100 4 65,684
Ross's Goose 38 653 238 13 5,002
Gr White-fronted
Goose 35 1 8| 1,331 4 3 55 1 2 2,413
Cackling Goose 2,679 132 145 470 12 884 83 30 | 8,062 13,393
Canada Goose 1,753 | 2,717 | 4,945 | 5,237 | 1,630 | 6,044 | 7,591 774 | 4,950 66,095
Cackling/Canada Goose 10 14 24
Trumpeter Swan 8 29 15 373 2 965
Tundra Swan 1 1
Wood Duck 2 2 2 6 17
Northern Shoveler 3 8 32 25 112
Blue -winged Teal 1 1
Gadwall 113 13 30 18 11 14 248
American Wigeon 15 81 17 1 3 2 81 220
Mallard 251 281 930 | 1,913 73 | 1,486 741 17 661 33,043
Northern Pintail 11 2 43 12 85
Mallard x N. Pintail 1 1
Green-winged Teal 12 64 77 50 79 2 115 496
Canvasback 158 6 1 165
Redhead 141 7 3 2 163
Ring-necked Duck 33 217 3 83 17 208 3 127 735
Greater Scaup 49 6 58
Lesser Scaup 12 535 7 16 1 3 581
scaup sp 2 42
Black Scoter 1 1
Long-tailed Duck 1 1 2
Bufflehead 1 361 7 13 387
Common Goldeneye 12 120 36 16 68 326 31 121 808
Hooded Merganser 49 12 11 137 231
Common Merganser 7 | 2,303 48 220 2 72 316 25 5,620
Red-breasted
Merganser 15 1 20
Ruddy Duck 13 14
duck sp. 17 14 2 337
Northern Bobwhite 37 25 1 1 110
Wild Turkey 30 55 120 134 43 147 79 54 19 1,213
Sharp-tailed Grouse 7
Greater Prairie-Chicken 35 17 17 121
Ring-necked Pheasant 4 6 42 4 2 20 3 139
Pied-billed Grebe 4 5
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Red-necked Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Clark's Grebe
Rock Pigeon 154 26 31 37 12 85 469 135 2
Eurasian Collared-Dove 128 73 35 21 56 4 163 34 16
Mourning Dove 52 6 10 24 1 26
Virginia Rail
American Coot 20 5 1 7
Sandhill Crane 31,000
Killdeer 1 2
Wilson's Snipe
Greater Yellowlegs
Bonaparte's Gull 1
Short-billed Gull 1
Ring-billed Gull 57 115 1,520
California Gull
Herring Gull 25 4 48
Iceland Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
gull sp. 1
Double-crested Cormorant 1 12
Am White Pelican 3 6 27
Great Blue Heron 6 3 2 1 1
Golden Eagle 2 2
Northern Harrier 6 11 7 2 23 5 12 20 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 5 2 1 3 2
Cooper's Hawk 3 4 1 2 2 2
Accipiter sp. 1 1
Bald Eagle 42 9 21 69 115 9 14 117 4 37
Red-shouldered Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 42 26 62 13 4 86 3 19 33 2 21
Borealis 2
Harlan's 2
unspecified 58
Rough-legged Hawk 5 4 3 1 3 3 7
Ferruginous Hawk 1 1
Buteo sp. 2 3 4
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Red-necked Grebe 7 7
Eared Grebe 1 1
Western Grebe 172 172
Clark's Grebe 1 1
Rock Pigeon 2,144 334 | 1,152 197 423 281 114 37 260 5,893
Eurasian Collared-Dove 430 81 150 81 122 89 33 500 2,016
Mourning Dove 1 179 56 4 32 1 392
Virginia Rail 12 12
American Coot 6 154 1 11 2 6 3 216
Sandhill Crane 31,000
Killdeer 14 2 1 22
Wilson's Snipe 8 6 15
Greater Yellowlegs 4 4
Bonaparte's Gull 2 3
Short-billed Gull 1 2
Ring-billed Gull 7,000 41 34 70 16 8,853
California Gull 14 14
Herring Gull 74 5 156
Iceland Gull 6 6
Lesser Black-backed Gull 36 36
gull sp. 1
Double-crested Cormorant 4 6 1 24
Am White Pelican 1 40
Great Blue Heron 13 10 9 2 3 1 2 57
Golden Eagle 1 2 7
Northern Harrier 9 8 2 4 13 4 4 10 146
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 1 13 2 4 1 4 48
Cooper's Hawk 7 1 17 2 2 3 53
Accipiter sp. 2 4
Bald Eagle 24 22 25 57 19 21 33 30 6 674
Red-shouldered Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 27 28 50 40 36 19 72 23 23 629
Borealis 2
Harlan's 1
unspecified 25 22
Rough-legged Hawk 3 1 4 1 10 1 51
Ferruginous Hawk 8 13
Buteo sp. 9
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Accipiter sp. 1
hawk sp.
Eastern Screech-Owl 1 3 7 1 4 5
Great Horned Owl 7 4 14 2 4 2
Barred Owl 5 1 2 1
Long-eared Owl 2 1
Short-eared Owl 1
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Belted Kingfisher 1 3 3 1 2 1 3 3 1
Red-headed Woodpecker 2 50 85
Red-bellied Woodpecker 41 2 59 3 133 14 37 67
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 4 1 2
Downy Woodpecker 37 9 53 9 14 61 8 19 21 3 17
Hairy Woodpecker 10 30 2 5 35 3 2 11 3 3
Rocky Mtn. subspecies
Eastern subspecies
unspecified Hairy Woodp.
Downy/Hairy Woodpecker 2
Northern Flicker 53 32 93 28 6 112 25 42 80 4 13
Red-shafted 1 1 4
Yellow-shafted 52 57 4 111 21 1 13
Red-sh./Yellow-sh. 1
unspecified 35 2 3
Pileated Woodpecker 3 4 2
Woodpecker sp. 1
American Kestrel 8 3 15 2 4 16 2 5 8
Merlin 3 1 3 2 2 3 2
Merlin (Prairie race)
unspecified
Prairie Falcon 1 3
Peregrine Falcon 1
Northern Shrike 2 6 4 4 1 4 1
Blue Jay 130 131 8 8 125 10 11 24 4 71
Black-billed Magpie 22 3
American Crow 22 48 269 | 3,985 24 123 26 32 165 17 24
Common Raven 1
Black-capped Chickadee 31 2 84 15 37 183 50 5 24 19 75
Tufted Titmouse 1 7 32
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Accipiter sp. 1
hawk sp. 1 3 4
Eastern Screech-Owl 22 3 1 1 1 4 1 54
Great Horned Owl 5 7 9 2 3 2 1 4 66
Barred Owl 3 2 2 5 3 24
Long-eared Owl 3
Short-eared Owl 2 4
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1
Belted Kingfisher 2 8 4 2 1 45
Red-headed Woodpecker 7 149
Red-bellied Woodpecker 7 8 107 54 15 5 77 16 645
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 2 11
Downy Woodpecker 13 13 145 63 18 4 67 19 22 615
Hairy Woodpecker 4 3 47 20 4 11 8 5 206
Rocky Mtn. subspecies 1
Eastern subspecies 1
unspecified Hairy Woodp. 3
Downy/Hairy Woodpecker 2
Northern Flicker 41 33 146 60 34 15 80 19 24 940
Red-shafted 4
Yellow-shafted 20 8 17 2
Red-sh./Yellow-sh. 3
unspecified 21 21 63 19
Pileated Woodpecker 4 1 14
Woodpecker sp. 1
American Kestrel 6 20 23 4 8 14 9 24 178
Merlin 4 1 2 4 4 1 2 1 39
Merlin (Prairie race) 1
unspecified 3
Prairie Falcon 1 1 1 2 1 4 14
Peregrine Falcon 1
Northern Shrike 1 5 3 1 1 5 2 1 41
Blue Jay 21 10 407 123 26 7 86 46 79 1,336
Black-billed Magpie 4 3 8 40
American Crow 31 14 123 163 45 99 48 16 5,274
Common Raven 1
Black-capped Chickadee 3 146 73 14 7 120 31 8 927
Tufted Titmouse 11 6 57
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Horned Lark 22 22 174 3 21 130 51 58
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1
Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 24 2 4 5 6 1
Cedar Waxwing 99 63 243 69 91 85 53 215 31 47
Red-breasted Nuthatch 9 33 8 8 6 10 6 15 3
White-breasted Nuthatch 59 9 106 13 109 16 18 40 46
WB Nuthatch Interior west
Pygmy Nuthatch 12
Brown Creeper 10 1 1 11 7 2 1
Carolina Wren 7 2 11
Winter Wren 9 1
Marsh Wren 1
Gray Catbird 1 1 1
Brown Thrasher 1
European Starling 1,105 554 661 300 588 | 1,454 77 | 1,531 327 34 102
Eastern Bluebird 35 11 84 7 106 23 20 8
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend's Solitaire 2 1 13 2 1 21
Hermit Thrush 1 2 3
American Robin 384 802 607 | 1,800 326 | 1,841 399 631 791 157 10
House Sparrow 732 68 212 27 118 288 13 195 74 6 16
Evening Grosbeak 27
House Finch 72 23 131 19 18 70 18 79 90 3 27
Purple Finch 6 8 2 9 1 2
Red Crossbill 112 6 51
Type 2 48 9
unspecified 64 42
Pine Siskin 9 8 4
American Goldfinch 52 54 315 76 157 245 19 18 138 9 43
Lesser Goldfinch
Common Redpoll 1
Finch sp. 1
Lapland Longspur 6 21 378 55 5
Snow Bunting
Field Sparrow
Fox Sparrow 16 1 6 9
American Tree Sparrow 259 391 711 436 123 391 39 130 766 7
Clay-colored Sparrow
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Horned Lark 307 30 75 21 24 21 10 87 331 1,387
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 2 2 1 2 9
Golden-crowned Kinglet 11 2 12 13 4 89
Cedar Waxwing 47 34 58 39 20 84 82 4 1,364
Red-breasted Nuthatch 19 7 44 20 7 6 15 13 21 252
White-breasted Nuthatch 13 8 175 75 23 5 114 31 2 871
WB Nuthatch Interior west
Pygmy Nuthatch 14 26
Brown Creeper 11 3 57 8 4 4 10 2 137
Carolina Wren 5 17 21 66
Winter Wren 2 3 1 21
Marsh Wren 6
Gray Catbird 3
Brown Thrasher 1
European Starling 7,578 | 2,811 | 3,039 | 1,445 | 3,820 | 3,098 | 11,764 110 | 1,796 42,194
Eastern Bluebird 2 2 41 95 1 105 24 564
Mountain Bluebird 3 21 24
Townsend's Solitaire 29 3 20 92
Hermit Thrush 1 1 8
American Robin 1,895 | 1,866 532 606 311 | 3,460 | 2,799 38 | 1,063 20,318
House Sparrow 554 82 800 172 227 23 225 50 235 4,117
Evening Grosbeak 27
House Finch 74 74 344 80 49 59 50 104 1,385
Purple Finch 1 1 1 1 4 37
Red Crossbill 1 20 190
Type 2 1
unspecified
Pine Siskin 1 2 6 11 5 90 136
American Goldfinch 306 50 309 90 60 67 54 53 334 2,449
Lesser Goldfinch 1 1
Common Redpoll 1
Finch sp. 1
Lapland Longspur 102 69 19 110 75 121 2 963
Snow Bunting 2 20 23
Field Sparrow 1
Fox Sparrow 2 1 3 1 43
American Tree Sparrow 353 134 460 275 335 148 193 360 57 5,568
Clay-colored Sparrow 2 2
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Dark-eyed Junco 361 101 1086 99 61 806 85 137 464 11 59
Slate-colored 361 543 12 83 79 4
Oregon 3 24 5 1 5
Pink-sided 18 5 1
White-winged 6
Gray-headed 2
Cassiar (cismontanus)
unspecified 538 1 718 1
White-crowned Sparrow 5 33 127 6
Gambel's White-crowned
unspecified
Harris's Sparrow 70 42 26 70 9 158 14
White-throated Sparrow 4 20 111 1 4
Song Sparrow 10 5 4 31 13 57 22
Montana/Merilli
Lincoln's Sparrow 1
Swamp Sparrow 2 1 1 2
sparrow sp. 22
Spotted Towhee 1 2 10 1 15
Spotted/Eastern Towhee 2
Eastern Meadowlark 17
Western Meadowlark 7 190 8 2 10
Meadowlark sp. 232 14 1 167 1 43 59
Red-winged Blackbird 710 50 83 44 34 57 19 78 837 4 159
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 3 1
Rusty Blackbird 57 19
Brewer's Blackbird
Common Grackle 35 11 14
Great-tailed Grackle 75
Blackbird sp. 40 64 7
Orange-crowned.Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler 4 35 3 2 11 28
Myrtle
Audubon's
unspecified
Warbler sp. 1
Northern Cardinal 51 6 130 6 142 2 22 53 46
TOTAL SPECIES 69 41 78 66 39 79 43 55 91 37 54
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 8772 3324 7112 22074 1859 22135 3203 | 36504 | 87343 551 | 2109
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Dark-eyed Junco 397 254 1151 612 392 63 572 528 218 7,457
Slate-colored 151 90 25 23
Oregon 5 24 1 26
Pink-sided 3 13
White-winged
Gray-headed
Cassiar (cismontanus) 1 2
unspecified 237 140 546 154
White-crowned Sparrow 42 77 11 7 12 26 31 9 392 778
Gambel's White-crowned 32
unspecified 10
Harris's Sparrow 35 2 51 32 8 1 29 19 1 567
White-throated Sparrow 1 41 52 33 1 268
Song Sparrow 14 22 22 7 5 3 7 1 20 244
Montana/Merilli
Lincoln's Sparrow 2
Swamp Sparrow 1
sparrow sp. 9 10 41
Spotted Towhee 1 2 3 1 2 6 44
Spotted/Eastern Towhee 2
Eastern Meadowlark 2 19
Western Meadowlark 1 56 40 28 342
Meadowlark sp. 139 1 2 31 73 19 10 792
Red-winged Blackbird 1,208 283 648 2 | 1,823 1,530 870 108 | 1,350 9,897
Brown-headed Cowbird 13 8 10 36
Rusty Blackbird 12 1 1 90
Brewer's Blackbird 12 12
Common Grackle 1 3 10 74
Great-tailed Grackle 114 1 250 1 441
Blackbird sp. 111
Orange-crowned.Warbler 1 1 2
Yellow-rumped Warbler 52 10 8 20 3 3 179
Myrtle 22
Audubon's 1
unspecified 29
Warbler sp. 1
Northern Cardinal 27 41 221 122 23 7 140 24 1,063
TOTAL SPECIES 80 99 76 82 67 77 72 58 70 142
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 26212 | 27261 | 17384 | 17811 | 9948 | 19097 | 27749 | 2908 | 21323 352,583
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Annual Treasurer’s Report for 2025

David Cunningham

General Breeding Bird Scholarship Endowment
Checking Fund Atlas i.e., Savings Fund Fund Total
12/15/2024 Ending Balance $18,204.55 $7,158.27 $2,298.45 $44,002.29 | $71,663.56
Receipts
Memberships
Checks $1,267.00 $1,267.00
Paypal $3,595.00 $3,595.00
Subscriptions $225.00 $225.00
Interest earned $46.80 $46.80
Investment income $4,709.74 $4,709.74
Donations $1,765.00 $5.00 $30.00 $1,800.00
Meetings:
Spring - South Sioux City $1,307.16 $1,307.16
Fall - Ogallala $5,880.00 $5,880.00
Subtotal receipts $14,039.16 $51.80 $30.00 $4,709.74 | $18,830.70
Disbursements
NBR - Jan-Dec 2025
Printing: $ $3,533.80 $3,533.80
Postage: $ $93.13 $93.13
Post-batch postage $7.40 $7.40
Spring - South Sioux City
Fall - Ogallala $4,480.82 $4,480.82
Spring - Ft. Robinson Reservation $489.40 $489.40
Scholarships Spring $0.00 $0.00
Scholarships Fall $0.00 $0.00
990-N & NE State $131.64 $131.64
Webpage $352.22 $352.22
Janis Paseka - postage
Acuity Insurance $774.00 $774.00
Endowment Vanguard
Miscellaneous $182.87 $182.87
PayPal fee $346.98 $346.98
Subtotal disbursements $10,392.26 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  $10,392.26

12/31/2025 Balance * $22,234.80 $7,255.50 0 $48,712.03  $78,202.33
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* Correction made

Key note

37

When the Veridian accounts were opened, Veridian mistakenly linked the
checking to savings. This resulted in withdrawing approximately $2440 from the
savings that should have come from checking. To adjust for the corrections,
$2,500 was moved from checking to savings on 2/9/2026. Dave Cunningham
viewed the total summation of funds as opposed to the importance of keeping
the funds separated.

Jan Johnson was the treasurer from January 1, 2025 though approximately July
2026 with about 2 months overlap (June and July) with Dave Cunningham.
However, the funds were not transitioned to Dave Cunningham until July 2026.
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Subscription and Organization Information

The Nebraska Bird Review is published quarterly by the Nebraska Ornithologists’
Union, Inc., as its official journal, and is sent to members not in arrears of dues. Annual
subscription rates (on a calendar-year basis only): $25 in the United States and $35 in
all other countries, payable in advance. Single copies are $7 each, postpaid, in the
United States and $9 elsewhere. Send orders for back issues to Thomas Labedz, 724
Glenarbor Circle, Lincoln, NE 68512. Email: telabedz@gmail.com.

Memberships in the NOU (on a calendar-year basis only): Active Household (one
or more people) $25; Sustaining Household (one or more people willing to make an
extra contribution) $40; Student $10. An application for membership can be found on
the NOU website (see address below). Send dues and subscription requests to David
Cunningham, NOU Treasurer (see address below). Contributions to the NOU may be tax
deductible.

Send manuscripts and articles to Daniel Leger, Editor (see address below). Send
quarterly bird reports and notes on bird sightings to Tobin Brown (see address below).

President and Newsletter Editor: Paul Pearson, propearson@gmail.com
Vice-President: Joel Jorgensen, nebraska.ornithologists.union@gmail.com
Secretary: Ruth Stearns, ruthie.stearns@gmail.com

Treasurer: David Cunningham,gopacgodc@gmail.com

Librarian: Thomas Labedz, telabedz@gmail.com

Directors:

Boni Edwards, boniedwards@gmail.com (2026)
Don Paseka, paseka76@gmail.com (2027)

T. J. Walker, thomas.walker@nebraska.gov (2028)

Records Committee Chairman: Stephen Brenner, stephen.brenner@audubon.org
Records Committee Reports should be sent to: nourcdata@gmail.com

Editor of Nebraska Bird Review: Daniel Leger, dlegerl@unl.edu

Seasonal Reports Compiler: Tobin Brown, tobinjbrown@gmail.com

NOU websites

noubirds.org
www.facebook.com/NebraskaOrnithologistsUnion/
Birds of Nebraska Online https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/



